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Historical Review and Future Prospects of Information Literacy
Instruction at Tsinghua University

WANG Yuan HAN Lifeng JIN Jianbin

Abstract: This paper addresses the historical evolution and future Prospects of information literacy Instruction
at Tsinghua University, particularly focusing on how it has adapted to technological advancements. It seeks to
provide a comprehensive review, summary, and forecast of the development trajectory of information literacy
instruction within Tsinghua University Library. The journey is traced from the traditional literature retrieval
courses to the adoption of modern educational approaches such as MOOC and embedded teaching, reflecting a
significant transformation in pedagogical strategies. Employing a qualitative historical analysis, this study
meticulously traced the progression of information literacy programs from the 1980s to the present. It involved a
thorough examination of archival records, a evaluation of educational policies, and an analysis of curriculum changes
that have occurred over several decades. Additionally, a content analysis was conducted to assess the course
materials, pedagogical strategies, and the integration of technology within the information literacy curriculum. The
paper meticulously scrutinized pedagogical strategies such as case-based learning and hands-on practice, evaluating
their effectiveness in enhancing students’ information literacy competencies. Furthermore, it explores the role of
emerging technologies in shaping the educational landscape through case studies that examine specific technology
integrations and their pedagogical implications. The findings of this study highlight a notable evolution in the
approach to information literacy instruction at Tsinghua University. Initially, the focus was on traditional literature
retrieval skills, which were later enriched by the introduction of computer-based search techniques. The emergence
of the internet and digital databases marked a significant shift towards a more holistic information literacy
curriculum. The adoption of MOOC and embedded teaching has broadened access to educational resources and
personalized learning experiences. In conclusion, the strategic adaptation of information literacy was at Tsinghua
University has been pivotal in equipping students with the essential skills needed to thrive in the digital age. The
paper underscores the importance of ongoing innovation in educational practices to keep pace with technological
advancements. The discussion proposes a future where information literacy instruction will further explore
technology-enhanced learning environments, personalized learning pathways, and the cultivation of critical thinking
and problem-solving skills. Furthermore, the paper calls for collaborative efforts between educational institutions,
technology providers, and policymakers to ensure the sustainability and effectiveness of information literacy
programs. This collaborative approach is vital for the continued evolution and success of information literacy
instruction in the face of an ever-changing technological landscape.

Keywords: Literature Retrieval; Information Literacy Instruction; Embedded Teaching; MOOC
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